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Relationship and Criminalize Gender-Affirming Care 

Washington, D.C. (February 28, 2022) – Our organizations, representing nearly 600,000 

physicians and medical students, strongly oppose efforts, in Texas or anywhere else, to 

criminalize gender-affirming care. We will continue to speak out against any actions that 

threaten the health and safety of transgender and gender-diverse individuals.  

As physicians our job is to support the health and well-being of our patients. Recent legal 

opinions and executive and legislative efforts targeting young people and aimed at curtailing the 

provision of appropriate medical care undermine our ability to do so. The trusted relationship 

between a physician and their patient should never be jeopardized by the actions of 

policymakers, and a physician should not be criminalized or penalized for providing care. 

Furthermore, the insertion of non-scientific standards into clinical decision making and care 

interferes with the doctor patient relationship and prevents the provision of appropriate care.  

Our organizations have strongly opposed any legislation or regulation that interferes in the 

confidential relationship between a patient and their physician and the provision of evidence-

based patient care for any patient. Patients, including youth, must be able to discuss gender-

affirming care with their trusted physician to determine together what care is best for them.  

All patients must have access to evidence-based health care, regardless of their gender identity 

or sexual orientation. Our organizations will not stand for any efforts that discriminate against 

http://www.groupof6.org/dam/AAFP/documents/advocacy/prevention/equality/ST-G6-FrontlinePhysiciansOpposeLegislationThatInterferesInOrPenalizesPatientCare-040221.pdf


transgender and gender-diverse individuals and cause harm to their health and well-being. We 

will continue to advocate to 
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vision is to ensure access to quality psychiatric diagnosis and treatment. For more information please 

visit www.psychiatry.org. 
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