June 3, 2024

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Susan Collins

Chair Vice Chair

Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
U.S. Senate U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Kay Granger The Honorable Rosa DelLauro
Chair Ranking Member

Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chair Murray, Vice Chair Collins, Chair Granger, and Ranking Member DeL auro:

As you consider appropriations for Fiscal Year (FY) 2025,



related violence and to rigorously evaluate the effectiveness of prevention strategies.* Several of
these projects provide insights on how to reduce suicide risk in U.S. Army soldiers and veterans,
how to partner with families and adolescents in rural areas to promote firearm safety, how to
improve efforts to reduce urban firearm injuries, and the relationship between firearm access and
opioid-related harm on firearm suicide risk, among other topics. And this research is already
yielding valuable results, including insights into how children and teens experience gun violence
in big cities and its impacts on their health, the needs of young people involved with the juvenile
justice system who are at particularly high risk of experiencing firearm violence, and crisis
hotline data to better understand how mass shootings impact young people.® The NIH is funding
research on the determinants of firearm injury, the identification of those at risk, and the
evaluation of innovative interventions.5’?8

These initial investments are important, but increased funding is still needed to overcome the
decades-long lack of federal funding that set back our nationds response to the public health issue
of firearm-related morbidity and mortality. The agencies have received many more quality
proposals than they are able to fund, and additional funding can generate research into important
issues, such as the best ways to prevent unintended firearm injuries and fatalities among women
and children; the most effective methods to prevent firearm-related suicides; the measures that
can best prevent the next shooting at a school or public place; and numerous other vital public
health questions.

Our groups strongly urge Congress to increase the funding level to $35 million for the
CDC, $25 million for the NIH, and $1 million for the NI1J for firearm morbidity and
mortality prevention research as part of FY 2025 appropriations. Continued and expanded
funding could support the creation of additional, large, multi-year studies and accelerate the
rebuilding of a research community that shrank in the decades before Congress restored this
federal funding. Robust and sustained research on motor vehicle crashes and subsequent
legislation has helped save hundreds of thousands of lives through public health interventions,
including seat belts and other safety features. The same approach can help reduce firearm-related
injuries in our communities, including ensuring that the CDC, NIH, and NIJ are able to
adequately fund non-biased, evidence-based research
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https://assets.joycefdn.org/content/uploads/CostEstimateofFederalFundingforGunViolenceResearch.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm7140a4
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/2023/cdc-provisional-data-gun-suicides-reach-all-time-high-in-2022-gun-homicides-down-slightly-from-2021
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/2023/cdc-provisional-data-gun-suicides-reach-all-time-high-in-2022-gun-homicides-down-slightly-from-2021
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/firearms/funded-research.html
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/firearms/funded-research.html
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/firearms/firearm-research-findings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/firearms/firearm-research-findings.html
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https://obssr.od.nih.gov/news-and-events/news/director-voice/nih-awards-10-grants-addressing-firearm-violence-prevention
https://obssr.od.nih.gov/news-and-events/news/nih-research-prevent-firearm-injury-and-mortality
https://obssr.od.nih.gov/news-and-events/news/nih-research-prevent-firearm-injury-and-mortality



