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grants found that of grants made available for diseases that primarily impact one gender, three-
quarters of grants were for those diseases that impact men, with a funding to disease burden
level that is twice as much for diseases that primarily impact men compared to those that
impact women.?

ACP is concerned about the lack of research looking at the health issues that disproportionately
and distinctly impact female populations. Because clinical trial research has historically been
focused on health issues and treatments that particularly impact men, and have included an
underrepresentation of female participants, there is a dearth of knowledge of how specific
diseases and treatments uniquely impact women and how sex may function as a biological
variable. Although efforts to increase female participation in clinical studies have improved
representation of women in research generally, women continue to be underrepresented in
oncology, neurology, immunology, urology, hematology, cardiology, and nephrology clinical
trials.® Policymakers must prioritize improving the recruitment, participation, and retention of
women in clinical trials. Additional research attention must be focused on how sex and gender
affect disease, disease treatment, and social factors as well as disease expression, health
outcomes, and treatment protocols. This research must also reflect the broader demographic
makeup of the U.S. and be inclusive of those of various races, ethnicities, sexual orientations,
gender identities, ages, and disability status.

ACP applauds the Administration for its recent executive order and believes this order is a
significant development in pushing a unified and coordinated federal approach to acting upon
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In this executive order, the secretaries of the Departments of Defense, Agriculture, Health and
Human Services, Veterans Affairs, the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency,
and the Director of the National Science Foundation are directed to improve research and data
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applications, evaluations, and reporting, as appropriate, as well as identifying ways to improve
the participation of women in clinical trials. This order also establishes a subgroup to coordinate
actions across these agencies. Agency leaders are also directed to identify additional potential
funding needs as well as regulatory, budgetary, and statutory changes that may be needed to
prioritize grantmaking and other funding that furthers womenga KSIHiK ISASIHIOKI &K I-
particular focus on race-, ethnicity-, age-, socioeconomic-, disability-, and environmental-based
disparities! g2Y Syla YIRHFS KSIHiK! and translational research that can result in improved
health outcomes.
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ACP strongly believes that all women should have access to high-quality care that promotes
positive health outcomes throughout all stages of life. Ensuring access to this care necessitates
(K10 1-RS1jz1-0S &2 Y Syna KSIHiK NSESIMIOK 02yiityzSa (2 6S dryRSHil-{Sy (2 produce the knowledge
and treatments necessary to provide such care. Gaps in women's health research not only are
detrimental to the health of women but also prevent policymakers from properly addressing
sex or gender in outcomes measures or understanding the return on federal investments into
biomedical research. This executive order is a much needed and welcomed first step to
improving comprehensive understanding of the science behind women's health and health
needs, as well as delivering the resources necessary to effectively address women's health
issues and take steps to reduce negative outcomes. ACP further urges the Administration to
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